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+ | To be Continued Turspays and FrRIDars, 
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Y Quem male fi PALPERE, RECALCITRAT undique TUTUS. 
t- ie, Hor. 
J « 
; The Dart of FALSHOOD vainly THROWN, 
ve Recoixs, or e/fe drops HURTLESS down. 
cf 
at a 1 
a- | TuESsDAY, FEBRUARY II. 1735. 
re : ntestneee — 
“— ) 
ot | To THE PROMPTER. fome Reflections on it. I difcommended the 
nd | Thing abfolurely, and tock Occafion, from thence; 
all Feb. 1. 1734-§. to lament the {preading of Party-Spirit in this 
1e, Nation, which [ attributed to the private Refent- 
in- cc HE Office of Prompter, as ment of a few Perfons who write to all Ranks of 
ed « you obferve in one of your People, in order to intereft Mankind in their Quar- 
no 6c Papers, is general, and in- rels, and make them love and bate as they do; 
ce cludes every Dittinction of and from hence alone [ am ftiled, a Mizz/ferial 
cc Mon, Manners, and Paffions. Writer. — 7 
| “ Buc with all the Refpeét due IMPARTIALITY does not imply, the having wo 
< « to a Perfon capable of exer- OPINION at all, but on'y, the FORMING of an 
a « ” ciling fuch an Office, is it Opizion WITHOUT any Brass. If the difcommend- 
the | “ not poflible, while he is {o intent On examining img an Affront (a Thing that never ouzht to be 
iis | « the Difcourfes and Actions of others, he may given to any Body; but in this Cafe, aggravated 
sale | “ ftand in need of a Prompter himfelf ? — Standers- {till by being) offered in fo pubic k, {0 improper, 
any | « by {ee more, very often, than thofe that are en. and fo anjuftifiable a Manner, which I condemned, 
4 : “ gaoed in Play. — Did you not go a@ little out of from an Opinion that it was WOH makes me a 
“ Charaéer, when you gave us your Reflections *inifterial Writer, I confefs, 1 am fo; bur by the 
“ on Punch’s Satyr at the Mafquerade? — For, fame Rule of judging, I may very foon be turn’d into 
€ what has the Prompter to do with Politicks 2 a Patriot Writer, if I firid any Action of the Mr- 
pon § “< The Authors of the BEE acquaint us, in their NISTER {0 grofs or flagrant as THIS. Buc as there 
the <« Jaft Saturday’s Publication, that Fog foretold, is not the fame Spirit of Re/extment in ONE, as 
ited © ¢ Jong ago, you would turn out a MinisTERIAL there is in the oTHER, it is natural to expect a lefS 
; to § “ Writer; axd add, that, in the Opinion of many animated Behaviour, and much more Moderatioz. 
Zhu | “ People, you now appear BARE-FACED, tho’ your If this does not clear me of the [mputation of:.be- 
ith | “ Subje is, the Masquerape. I am, Sir, ing a Minifterial Writer, 1 mult fit down contented 
fac- Yur Well-wilber with the Charge, and fubmit to have every Paper 
the | . a try'd by the Potirican STANDARD, before they 
EPIDAURUSs. can pais currezt for WHAT THEY REALLY ARE. 
; | Thus if I was to advife Amanda to continue fhew- 
: I THANK this Gentleman, very fincerely, for the ing all poflible Regard and Favour to Mr. Worthy, 
+ Favour he has done me, in hinting to me in what who pays his Addreffes to her, in fpite of the Ar- 
i Light the World looks upon me. — A Knowledge _ tifices ufed by his defigning, jea/ous Rivals, to root 
very neceflary for every Writer that defires to him out of Amanda’s Heart, | muft expect to be 
i pleafe. I nave declared in a former Paper, that [ conftrued, paiitically to advife the King to continue 
E am nothing but a general Prompter of Mankind, Sir R. W—e it Truft and Favour, and not liften 
B. unattached to any Party, Perfom, or Thing, and to the Infinuations of his Exenies. This Conftruc- 
determined in the Courfe of this Paper, to write tion, abfurd as it wou’d be, would not yet be fo 
without Partiality, and to have only Truth for my far-fetched, nor fo forced, as the mott extraordi- 
wel Objeé. -— As to Mr. Fog’s particular Prediction, [ nary Conjecture already pafled on the Prompter, viz. 
»  fhall only fay, that he is very apt to form ra/> ‘That thofe figned with a P — are perfotial to Mr. 
_ Fudgments, and to make Bluxders in the Warmth Py, in the fame mannet as the B’s are to the 
of his alarmed Imagination. He is a fort of a late L—d B—k—?. But it is Time to have done 
Knight-Errant in Poljticks, that miftakes Common with a Subject difagreeable both to myfelf and 
Senfe for Secret Allegory, and fights Phantoms of Readers, and to leave thefe very political Noddles 
~— | his own raifimg. — He looks at ev'ry thing, thro’ to pazz/e out MEANINGs the PROMPTER never 
et the magnilying Glafs of Party, and fees nothing had, and to mifunderftand thofe he really bas. — 
. true. — He abufed a Gentleman fome time ago, I cannot better employ the remaining Part of 
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fo unmercifully, on my Accounr, without making 
him any publick Reparation, when the AMift was 
cleared up, that I have litle more than cold Con- 
tempt for him, — whereto [ leave him, and pro- 
ceed. 

The Charge againft me is, That I now appear 
bare-faced, a Minifterial Writer. — 1 look’d in the 
Bee, andfound the Words faithfully quoted in my 
Correfpondent’s Letter, but obferved, with fome 
Pleafure, that the Authors of that Pamphlet, will 
not pronounce, pofitively, whether the Charge is 


jufe or no.— A Modefty very commendable when 
any Point is dubious. 


In my Paper, N°. 23, I gave an Account of a 
lace Tranfaction at the Mafquerade, and made 


this Paper, than by cle@ring myfelf of another Im- 
putation brought againft me by a Correfpondent 
that figns himfelf AZ. B. viz. of PROPAGATING 
VICE OPENLY in my Paper N° 21. 

Ir has been obferved of rafh and warfn Fenéers, 
that they only confider how to attack, without ex- 
amining whether by fuch an Attack they expole 
themfelves, or no, to the Point of their Enemy’s 
Swofd. The complear and judicious Sword{man 
never makes 2 Pufh that throws his Body in an un- 
guarded Attitude. 

Mr. JZ. B. fets out with declaring, that my Pa- 
per of the 21{t of Jazuary, feems only calculated 
to eftablijh Hypocrify and falfe Reputation on the 
Ruins of Virtue. 
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In my Paper, N° 21, I make a Diftinction be- 
tween Virtue and Reputation, — The firft, I fay, the 
World caz never take from a Woman; the fecond, 
ic way; 1 eftablifh Virtue as the Bafis of FEMALE 
Wortuiness, which I call a Character fhe owes 
tO HERSELF ; I eftablith Reputation as a Thing 
which the World may give, or take, according as 
the Behaviour of the Lady anfwers the geveral 
Rules laid down by the World for Female Condudt. 
— And this I call a Character the owes the WorLD. 
— I then go on, But as Virtue, as well as Reputa- 
tion, is ESSENTIAL to evry Woman, that would 
LIVE AGREEABLY IN THE WoRLD, and AT 
PEACE WITHIN HERSELF, BotH muft be pRE- 
SERVED, — viz. Reputation (fince J] muft chew, 
as well as provide for M. B.) muft be PRESERVED 
for HER that wou’d live AGREEABLY in the World, 
and Virrue for HER-that wou'd live at Peace 
within HERSELF. — This being the general Plan 
of that Paper, and ev’ry Argument made ufe of in 
it, drawn from one or other of thofe two Postu- 
LATA, it is amazing to me, any Perfon can deduce 
from it an open Propagation of Vice. — But [ ought 
not to be furprized, fince he goes on in reprefent- 
ing them as “ Topicks tending demonftrably to the 
“ Ruin of thofe for whom I fay my Labours are 
« defigned,” — and in - Prudentia (who unites 
in herfelf both Characters of Virtue and Reputation, 
to be an Example to her Sex) an opious Charaéfer, 
in Oppofition to Leoxora, a BEAUTIFUL one, who 
preferves indeed one Character unblemifhed, viz. 
that WHICH SHE OWES HERSELF, but is very neg- 
lectful of the other, by thinking nothing need be 
done to preferve the World’s good Liking. 

Ir the Letter-writer knew as much of the Cha- 
racter of the Prompter at the Theatres, as he pre- 
tends'to, he wou’d then have known that his Di- 
rection extends no further than to the 4éfors, while 
Reprefenters of fictitious Characters, and not as pri- 
vate Perfons, with whom he has nothing to do be- 
hind the Scenes, and might have aid the Im- 
propriety of a very: injudicious and falfe Application 
of their refpective Duties. But to: proceed — 

He goes on, and in mixing two very confonant 
Paffages of mine together, MysTICALLY extracts 
from thence Notions of Love extremely coarfe : 
But as he is not ExPLicir how the Coarfenefs of 

_thefe Notions appear, nor how indeed they refule, 
and as I cannot poffibly find it out, [ mutt there- 
fore pafs it over in Silence. 

HE then fays, of virtuous Love, that it is mot 
to be conquered, but burns the ftronger for being 
oppofed. — A Character of Teftine/s I never yet knew 
belonging to virtuous Love, which, being founded 
on Reafoz, ought not to be quite fo OBsTINATE ; but 
in the Paffage following he reduces it quite to an 
Entetement: “ There is no furer Way, fays he, to 
<¢ fix virtuous Love in the Heart, than the Method I 
“ employ to deffroy it, viz. to advife a Friend 1M- 
“ PROPERLY LOVING, to make ufe of Rea/ox to 
“¢ conquer his Paffion ; the only Method propoféd in 
« Paper N° 21. 

I cENsURED Leoxora for admitting the too fre- 
quent Vifits of Torrifmond ; which M. B. juttifies, 
by faying Leonora can’t conquer her Paffion. — | 
believe no Lady inclinable to a Slip, wou’d deéfire a 
more favourable Advocate than M. B. nor a better 
Apology for indulging Paffion, than the mot being 
able to conquer it. — I leave the World to judge 
who propagates Vice openly, the Prompter, or M. B. 
The Prompter, that advifes, not only to facrifice to 
Virtue, but to Reputation. — M. B. that advifes in- 
deed to preferve Virtue, but thinks Reputation {e- 
cure while that is, and therefore concludes no Re- 
gard is to be had /pecifically for the Prefervation of 
Reputation, becaule it is virtually included in the 
other; whereas ae not wanting of Ladies, 
whofe Company Leo once perhaps would have 











fhunned, not becaufe they had /of their Vir/ue, bur 
‘becaufe the World had paffed fevere Cenfures on 
their Mifconducts, to the Prejupice of their Repy. 
tation. A Lady, then, who lies under this Blemith, 
is fhut out of the Pale of Female Enjoyments, tho 
fhe preferves her Virtuc. 

M. B. in the next Paragraph, ee emg in a 
very abftrufe Manner; but as his Definition of Re- 
putation {eems to contain fome Argument in it, | 
fhall anfwer it by my Definition of the fame Thing, 

REPUTATION, in my Way of thinking, is the 
publick Acknowledgment the World pays to every 
Lady, who conforms to the Rules the World has laid 
down for Female Conduct, and is no more a Confe. 
quence, and no more indebted for its Exiltence to 
PRESERVED VIRTUE; than is Virtue a Confequence, or 
the Off-/pring of PRESERVED REPUTATION : And 
to make Reputation, as A/. B. does, the Refult of 
VIRTUE not BROKE INTO, is to allow a Lady 
every Liberty, but that which deftroys radically 
Virtue. — According to this a Lady may admit a 
Gentleman from Morning to Night into her Bed- 
chamber, provided fhe {till preferves her Virtue, 
WITHOUT HURTING HER REPUTATION. Thusa 
Gentleman may become a !Lady’s Shadow in all 
publick Places, and the World never fee one with- 
out the other, and YET PRESERVE HER REPpUTA- 
TION. — But what Right has this Lady to believe 
the World will judge as favourably of her as fhe pr- 
SERVES.—The World judges from Appearances, and 
not always in the moft generous Manner ; then what 
need I care, {ays Leovora, for their Cenfure, provided 
I can clear myfelf to the juf? and thinking Part 
the World? If the World was compofed only of 
juft and thinking Perfons, I wou'd allow the Argu- 
ment, but our Actions are to pafs in Review before 
the whole World, made up of all Sorts of People, 
and a general Conduct fuited to what is generally 
thought right by the World, ought to be the Mea- 
fure of every Ladys Behaviour ; and Reputation, 
which depends on fuch a Behaviour, is the Girr 
of the World, and not the Child, as M. B. falfely 
and artfully infinuates, of PRESERVED VIRTUE. 

I sHaLv take but very little Notice of the laf 
Paragraph but two in M. B’s Letter, becaufe my 
Words, which are as follow, “ A Woman that has 
« loft her Virtue, may ftill enjoy all the Pleafures 
“ of Life, as long as the World remains ignorant | 
“ of that Circumftance. — Her private Grief | 
“ belongs to herfelf, and is confined to her Clofet,’ | 
can never be conftrued into the Senfe he gives 
them, and only imply, that fuch 2 Woman is not 
fhut out of the Commerce of the World, as long 
as the World remains ignorant of her Misfortune, 
and her private Grief being unknown tothe World, ~ 
may properly be faid to belong to herfelf, and to be | 
confined to her Clofet, tho the carries it about with 
her where-ever fhe goes. But MM. B. either does 
not underfland Expreffion, or wiltully mifunder- 


ftands it. 
P+ 





ADVERTISEMENT. 


OME of my Readers may, perhaps, think it 

was fuperfluous to anfwer this Gentleman’s Let- 
ter. — I muft acquaint them, that it was not fo 
much to juftify the Sentiments of my former Paper, 
as to prevent the ill Effects of the Poifon conveyed 
in M. B’s Letter, which I look upon the more dan- 
gerous, as the falfe Reafoning contained in it, have 
all the Advantage well-exprels'd Sextiments have. I 
cannot promife always to pay every one the fame 
Regard I have done to this Gentleman. — Ever) 
Accufation brought againft me, unfupported by | 
Truth, for the future, fhall be aufwered, but in a | 


fborter, and le{s expiicite Manuer. 
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